
August 2023 Newsletter  

Match Day is August 25, 2023! 

Special Opportunity this year! 



 





This year is a special year for the Nemaha County STEP Foundation as the community 
foundation is celebrating its 30th anniversary and third Match Day. Match Day is simply a 
dedicated day of giving. The STEP Foundation has 29 funds available to receive donations 
on Friday, August 25, 2023. Each fund may receive up to $4,000 in matching funds. In 
order to provide a pool of funding, there are STEP-Up Supporters. These are businesses, 
families, couples, and individuals who give $500 to the General Fund and $500 to the 
pooled fund. If you would like to become a STEP-Up Supporter, please contact STEP 
Executive Director Tory Jost. 
 

A special opportunity for this year is the Matching Grant available thanks to the 
generosity of the Patterson Family Foundation. STEP has been selected as a grant 
recipient which means if STEP raises $70,000 on Match Day, then the Patterson Family 
Foundation will match $70,000. If STEP raises less than $70,000, STEP receives matching 
dollars for each dollar raised. For example, if STEP raises $50,000, then the Patterson 
Family Foundation matches $50,000.  What an incredible grant opportunity! Therefore, 
the goal this year is to raise at least $70,000 on Match Day.   
 

Check out the funds, and give to your favorite non-profit on Match Day. Donors may 
donate online or in person. No gift is too small. Check out more information 
at www.stepupnemaha.com. 
  

  



  



  



  

  

The Nemaha County STEP Foundation excitedly accepts a check from Ag Partners 
representatives in the amount of $5,000 for the upcoming Match Day. 

  

Pictured Left to Right: Caitlin Holthaus, Accounts Payable Clerk; Kassie Pechanec, Marketing 
Intern; and Lindsey Whitten, Strategy Intern; Leon Haverkamp, STEP Secretary; and Tory Jost, 
STEP Executive Director 

  

2023 Match Day STEP-Up Supporters 

  



 
  

 



  
  

  

Also, thanks to the following STEP-Up Supporters! 
  

Ag Partners Cooperative  
Duane & Kris Anderson 
Bruce & Pam Bachman  

Bank of Blue Valley 
Corey & Anissa Bloom  

Community National Bank  
First Heritage Bank 
Fox Run Seeds, LLC 

Leon Haverkamp Farms 
Marceil Hasenkamp  

Nick & Sadie Hasenkamp 
John V & Janell Haug 

Bill & Betty Hecht  
Dan & Gloria Heiman 

John & Tory Jost 
David & Stacie Korte  
John & Carol Lehman 

Brent & Linda Lortscher  
Justin & Lori Lueger 

James & Anne Moser 
Doug & Carol Moser 

Marilyn Petry  
Marleen Price 



Rainbow Communications 
Jerry & Paula Rottinghaus 
Tim & Jane Rottinghaus  

Kent & Donna Saylor 
Gary & Mary Sparling  
United Bank & Trust  

LaVon & Erma Wenger 

  

 **Thank you to Jim & Patricia Koch for your generous donation to the Catastrophic Medical Fund!** 

  

IF STEP raises $70,000 on Match Day, then the Patterson Family 
Foundation will match $70,000 thanks to a one-time grant opportunity! 

  

 

 

 



Barbara K. Vitt Scholarships Awarded 

  

 

Ella Larkin, Nemaha Central High School 
  



 

          Trinity Detweiler, Sabetha High School 

        

 

 Nicholas Thompson, Centralia High School 

  



Barbara K. Vitt has been a wonderful teacher/counselor example, serving 
Nemaha County for decades. Mrs. Vitt observed that in all of her 
teaching/counseling jobs she felt as if she were working in a little piece of 
paradise.  The students with whom she worked were considerate, hard-working, 
and respectful.  Her colleagues, the administrators, and the school boards were 
wonderful. Best of all, the parents of her students valued education, expected 
their children’s best efforts, and supported the school and the teachers.  If she, 
had it to do over again, she would not hesitate. 

Her dedication and commitment to teaching is exemplary. Thanks to a very 
generous anonymous donor, three $1,500 Barbara K. Vitt Scholarships will be 
available to Nemaha County students annually. The 2023 scholarship recipients 
are Trinity Detweiler of Sabetha High School, Ella Larkin of Nemaha Central 
High School, and Nicholas Thompson of Centralia High School. 

Trinity Detweiler is the daughter of Kurt and Melissa Detweiler and plans to 
attend Kansas State University majoring in human development and family 
sciences. Ella Larkin is the daughter of Robert and Amy Larkin and plans to 
attend Kansas State University majoring in chemical engineering. Nicholas 
Thompson is the son of Dustin and Manda Thompson and plans to attend 
Kansas State University majoring in statistics/data science.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



B&B and Roy Heiman Memorial  

Scholarships Announced 

   

  
Addy Holthaus 



 

  

 
Ellie Rusche 

  

  

John Seiss 



 

 Korbin Macke 
  

The B & B Legacy Scholarships awarded four $1,000 scholarships through the 
Nemaha County STEP Foundation this year to graduating seniors who 
previously attended B & B School.  

The Legacy Scholarships are a result of a challenge presented to the St. Benedict 
and Baileyville communities and alumni by August Bergman, M.D., during the 
2006 graduation ceremony.  Thus, began the fundraising to match Dr. 
Bergman’s seed money of $25,000.  During the fundraising, another graduate 
Albert Wietharn offered an additional $25,000 if the communities would match 
his gift.  

Both challenges were met, and the $100,000 was exceeded.  The B & B Legacy 
Scholarships became a reality due to the dedication and generosity of the alumni 
and communities of St. Benedict and Baileyville. 

This year’s recipients are from Nemaha Central High School. 

Addy Holthaus, daughter of Brian and Lisa Holthaus, plans to attend Highland 
Community College and major in animal science. 

  



Elli Rusche, daughter of Damian and Jennifer Rusche, plans to attend Rockhurst 
University and major in nursing.  

John Siess, son of Richard and Beth Siess, plans to attend Highland Community 
College Western Center and major in diesel technology.   

The Nemaha County STEP Foundation is proud to announce one recipient of the 
Leroy “Roy” Heiman Memorial Scholarship. The Heiman family partnered with 
STEP to honor Roy. Korbin Macke, son of Steve and Jessie Macke, plans to 
attend Highland Community College majoring in applied science.  

The Nemaha County STEP Foundation is honored to be able to assist in 
awarding these scholarships to these students.  STEP strives to assist in helping 
caring citizens develop ways to help others and leave a lasting legacy.  



  

  



 

  

 

 

 



Board Member & Bookkeeper Bonnie 
Meeks 

  

  
  

Bonnie Meeks grew up in Nemaha County and recently moved back to the area.  She has 
over thirty years’ experience in the banking, business personal property and real estate 
fields.  Bonnie has a Master’s Degree in Accounting and is employed with the Kansas State 
Office of the State Banking Commission as a financial bank examiner.  In addition to her 
real estate license, she holds a Kansas insurance license.  Bonnie also teaches the GED 
program with Highland Community College.  She volunteers at the Seneca Mission when 
her schedule allows.  Bonnie has two children; James is a supervisor for Coca-Cola in 
Lenexa, and Amanda graduated from Fort Hays State University with a degree in Business 
and Marketing.   

Prior to relocating to Seneca, Bonnie was very active in the Paola, Kansas community.  She 
served on the Library Board, Foster Grandparent Board, Rockwood Homeowners 
Association Board, and the Pastoral and Finance Council for Holy Trinity Parish. 

Bonnie - we appreciate you! 



  
 

 

 

Our Contact Information 

Nemaha County STEP Foundation 

PO Box 165 

Seneca, KS 66538 

785-294-0312  

www.nemahastep.org 

  
  

 

  

 

 


